
Professor Grażyna Bystydzieńska

Biographical Note

Professor Grażyna Bystydzieńska is one of the most respected Polish schol-
ars in the field of English literary studies  Her research interests have focused 
on eighteenth and nineteenth-century English literature, Anglo-Irish litera-
ture, comparative literature, theory of literature, reception of literature and 
Polish translations of eighteenth-century literature  During her career, she has 
taught at two major Polish universities, the Maria Curie-Skłodowska Univer-
sity in Lublin (UMCS) and the University of Warsaw, but her influence ex-
tends much more widely, for her friends, research associates and former pupils 
are to be found throughout Poland and the countries of Europe 

Grażyna Bystydzieńska was born in the mountain resort of Zakopane, but 
was brought up and went to school in Warsaw  On leaving secondary school, 
she spent ten months in London (perhaps already achieving her current ele-
gant command of the English language) before taking up a place in 1963 to 
study English at the University of Warsaw  In 1968 she was awarded a first 
class M A  degree in English Studies on the basis of a thesis written under 
the supervision of Professor Grzegorz Sinko, entitled “The Role of Literary 
Tradition in T S  Eliot’s Revolutionary Doctrine of Poetry ” After gradu-
ating, in October 1968, she was appointed to the post of assistant lecturer 
in the Department of English Studies at the UMCS  Here, in 1974 Graży-
na Bystydzieńska was awarded a Ph D , presenting a thesis on “The English 
Mock-Heroic Poem of the Eighteenth Century,” supervised by Professor Ali-
na Szala  Grażyna Bystydzieńska’s formal academic career continued with 
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the award in 1982 of the degree of doktor habilitowany, the higher doctorate; 
in 1992 she received the state title of Professor extraordinarius, and in 1996 of 
Professor ordinarius  

After obtaining her doctorate, Grażyna Bystydzieńska continued to work 
in the English Literature Department at the UMCS, from 1975 as Head of 
Department  Along with impressive research and teaching achievements, 
she did not shy away from administrative responsibilities in Lublin  As well 
as heading the English Literature Department from 1975–1993, she became 
Director of the Institute of English Studies in the period 1984–1991  In 
addition, in 1989–1990, she was a member of the Faculty’s Staff Appraisal 
Commission and at a national level, she served in 1986–1989, as a member 
of the Foreign Languages Academic Advisory Group at the Ministry of 
Science and Higher Education  For her contributions to research, teaching 
and the wider sphere of English Studies, she was decorated by the President 
of the Polish Republic in 1979 with the Silver Cross of Merit (Srebrny Krzyż 
Zasługi) and in 1989, the Gold Cross of Merit (Złoty Krzyż Zasługi) 

In 1993 Professor Bystydzieńska moved back to her alma mater, the In-
stitute of English Studies at the University of Warsaw, where her research 
and teaching interests continued to inspire successive generations of lit-
erary scholars  Professor Bystydzieńska has authored many syllabuses for 
English literature studies, and from the beginning of her time in Warsaw 
taught courses on the eighteenth-and nineteenth-century English novel, 
eighteenth-century English poetry, the twentieth-century Irish short story, 
Gothic fiction, Romantic prose, Dickens and Thackeray  

This undergraduate teaching inspired students to follow through these 
topics into higher degrees and further research  Professor Grażyna Bys-
tydzieńska, who is a  highly gifted teacher and research supervisor, has 
overseen numerous M A  theses and sixteen Ph D  dissertations  Many of 
the young scholars that she shepherded through doctorates are now profes-
sors themselves, at the University of Warsaw, the UMCS, the John Paul 
II Catholic University of Lublin and the Jan Kochanowski University in 
Kielce, and she continues to take a lively interest in their work and careers 

Professor Bystydzieńska also undertook many administrative respon-
sibilities at the University of Warsaw  From 1997–2017, she was Head of 
the English Literature Department, as well as serving in 1996–1999 as 
Chair person of the Academic Council of the Institute of English Studies  
In 1999–2005, she was a member of the Board of the University of War-
saw English Language Teacher Training College; in 1999–2002, she was 
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elected a representative of Senior Academic Staff Members in the University 
Senate and was Chairperson of the Senate Committee on Academic Staff  
From 1999 to the present, Professor Bystydzieńska has been Director of 
the British Studies Centre of the University of Warsaw, and in 2005–2008, 
and from 2008 to the present, Chairperson of the Professorial Promotions 
Committee of the Faculty Council  Her dedication and commitment to re-
search, teaching and the development of higher education in general have 
been acknowledged by, for example, the Rector’s Award for Academic Mer-
it in 1995, 1996 and 1998, or the Medal of the Commission of National 
Education awarded in 2008 by the Minister of National Education 

None of these administrative commitments, however, hampered the 
development of Professor Bystydzieńska’s research interests  These were 
reflected throughout her career in publications on eighteenth and nine-
teenth-century English literature, for example on Edward Young, Laurence 
Sterne and on Charles Dickens  Her books in this area include Między 
Oświeceniem a Romantyzmem. Studium o  twórczości Edwarda Younga [Be-
tween the Enlightenment and Romanticism  A Study of the Writings of 
Edward Young], Lub lin: Wydawnictwo UMCS, 1982; W labiryncie praw-
dy. Studia o twórczości Laurence’a Sterne’a [In the Labyrinth of Truth  Studies 
in the Writings of Laurence Sterne], Lublin: Wydawnictwo UMCS, 1993; 
Edward Young’s Night Thoughts, Gdańsk: Wydawnictwo Gdańskie, 1995  
Professor Bystydzieńska has also been interested in questions connected 
with description in literature (“Reflections on Description: The Landscape 
in Alexander Pope’s Windsor-Forest,” in Discourses of Literature: Studies in 
Honour of Alina Szala, Lublin: Wydawnictwo UMCS, 1997); and with 
landscape in literature, in which context she has written on “Crossing the 
Alps: The Mountains, Their Perception and Representation in 18th-Centu-
ry Literature” (PASE Papers in Literature, Language and Culture, Warszawa: 
Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego, 2005) and on the work of 
John Milton, Alexander Pope, Ossian, James Thomson, William Cowper 
and Ann Radcliffe   

Professor Bystydzieńska’s studies on the reception of English literature 
in Poland have dealt above all with Jane Austen, Laurence Sterne, Alexan-
der Pope and Thomas Gray (“Wawrzyniec Sterne: A Sentimental Journey in 
19th-Century Poland,” in The Shandean 13, 2002; “Sterne in Poland,” in P  de 
Voogd & J  Neubauer, eds , The Reception of Laurence Sterne in Europe, 2004; 
“Jane Austen in Poland,” in A  Mandal and B  Southam, eds , Jane Austen 
in Europe, 2007)  She has also written on translations of eighteenth-century 
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English literature into Polish, for example, “O polskich przekładach literatury 
angielskiej w XVIII wieku” [About Polish Translations of English Literature 
in the Eighteenth Century], Wiek Oświecenia 29, 2013  Her work on the the-
ory of literature has dealt with description in literature, and with mock heroic 
poetry: O Angielskim poemacie heroikomicznym. Aspekty analizy historyczno-lite-
rackiej, [The English Mock-Heroic Poem  Aspects of an Historical and Liter-
ary Analysis], Gdańsk: Uniwersytet Gdański, 1978; The English Mock-Heroic 
Poem of the 18th Century, Warszawa: PWN, 1982  As a  result of her work 
on the “poetic persona” Professor Bystydzieńska edited important collections 
of essays on the subject (The Poetic Persona. Studies in English Poetry, Lublin: 
Wydawnictwo UMCS, 1991)  She also edited or co-edited Literatura angielska 
i amerykańska. Problemy recepcji [English and American Literature. Problems of 
Reception], Lublin: Wydawnictwo UMCS, 1989.

Professor Bystydzieńska from the early days of her career developed in-
ternational academic links  Awarded a ten-month British Council Scholar-
ship in 1973/1974, she carried out research together with Prof  Peter Dixon 
of Westfield College, University of London, an expert in eighteenth-centu-
ry literature, and also taught at the School of Slavonic and East European 
Studies in London  In 1977 she attended an English literature seminar in 
Cambridge, and in 1981 she received another British Council Scholarship, 
which allowed her to spend a year in London, continuing her literary re-
search for her postdoctoral dissertation; she was to make research visits to 
the United Kingdom in 1986 and 1988, to the Federal Republic of Ger-
many in 1986, and was awarded a teaching fellowship at the University of 
Glasgow in the mid-1990s 

Professor Grażyna Bystydzieńska has always taken pains to construct 
frame works for the discussion and publishing of the work of her colleagues, 
pupils and research associates  She organised national and international con-
ferences while she was at UMCS, for example, “The Reception and the Recip-
ient in English Literature,” held at Kazimierz in 1985, or “Contemporary Irish 
Literature,” in 1987; this Irish Conference was repeated a decade later when 
Professor Bystydzieńska was already working in Warsaw  Since 2007, she has 
co-ordinated (together with Professor Emma Harris) a series of biennial inter-
national conferences at the British Studies Centre of the University of Warsaw 
– “From Queen Anne to Queen Victoria  Readings in 18th and 19th Century 
British Literature and Culture ” These have been attended by numerous distin-
guished international scholars and have foregrounded the work of many Pol-
ish researchers in the field, producing a series of specialist texts (From Queen 
Anne to Queen Victoria. Readings in 18th and 19th-Century British Literature and 
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Culture, vols  1-5, Ośrodek Studiów Brytyjskich UW, 2009-2016) of which 
Professor Bystydzieńska is joint editor  She has edited other scholarly series 
on English literature, for instance Approaches to Literature (2001, 2002, 2003, 
2004, 2005)  She is the editor of The New Review. An International Journal of 
British Studies, published in co-operation with the University of Glasgow, and 
a new series of monographs entitled Texts and Contexts. Studies in 18th and 19th 
Century British Literature and Culture, published by the British Studies Centre 
as the outcome of a series of workshops, each concentrated on a specific theme  
More widely, Professor Bystydzieńska was responsible in the 1990s for reviv-
ing Acta Philologica, the journal of the Faculty of Modern Languages of the 
University of Warsaw, and is currently the editor-in-chief of the journal of the 
Institute of English Studies, Anglica  

Professor Grażyna Bystydzieńska’s standing among university teachers of 
English Studies in Poland was acknowledged by her election, after a term as 
vice-president, as President from 1994 to 2000 of the Polish Association for 
the Study of English (PASE, the Polish branch of ESSE, the European So-
ciety for the Study of English)  She has also been a  member of the Polish 
Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, the Lublin Scientific Society (Lubel-
skie Towarzystwo Naukowe), and the Polish-Irish Society (Towarzystwo Pol-
sko-Irlandzkie)  She has been elected a member of the Modern Languages 
Committee and the Committee for Literary Studies of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences (PAN)  Professor Bystydzieńska has also taken part in many inter-
national initiatives: she is a life member of Clare Hall, Cambridge; since 1975 
she has co-operated with the American journal, The Scriblerian; she is a mem-
ber of the British Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies and a member of the 
International Association of University Professors of English 

These essays are dedicated to Professor Grażyna Bystydzieńska in grati-
tude for her impact on the lives and work of all the authors, and to celebrate 
her major contribution as a scholar and teacher to the advancement of the 
study of English literature in Poland  She has the rare ability to inspire 
others to give of their best and has offered warm support to successive gen-
erations of colleagues and pupils, who now pay tribute to her achievements 
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